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Background
• Influenza season occurs annually October-April
• Primary care providers typically manage flu vaccine 

administration 
• Pediatric flu vaccination rates reduced from pre-

pandemic level: 63.7% in 2019 vs. 55.4% in 2023
• Annual flu vaccination is recommended for all people 

≥ 6 months who do not have contraindications (CDC)

Population
Patients ages 6 months and older admitted day of 
surgical procedure, excluding cardiac patients

Implications for Perianesthesia Nursing 

• Perianesthesia nurses play a key role in promoting 
optimal health and disease prevention 

• Promoting vaccination opportunities through 
education and coordination of care in the 
perioperative setting supports patients, families and 
the community

Results

Objective
A perioperative department sought to provide flu 
vaccinations to surgical and procedural patients at a 
freestanding children’s hospital in the 2023-2024 
influenza season on the day of surgery (DOS)

Methods
• An EMR-based flu vaccine screening-ordering 

workflow was created
• Multidisciplinary team involved in ordering and 

administering the flu vaccine 
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Learning & Next Steps
• Greater vaccination coverage is achievable by 

replicating perioperative flu vaccination process 
across ambulatory surgery sites of care

• Implement multidisciplinary workflow at ambulatory 
surgery center 2024-25 season 

N (%)
Patients, N 528

Encounters, N 536

Screening Completed
       Yes
       No

420 (78.4)
116 (21.6)

Screening Result
       Yes
       No

160 (38.1)
260 (61.9)

Conclusions 
• Providing DOS flu vaccines is achievable
• 78% received the vaccine after requesting
• Reasons for not receiving the vaccine on DOS 

included illness and fasting violations
• Zero delay-to-care events or vaccine reactions 

reported in the hospital event tracking system 
• Zero reported delays in case-starts or case-

completion due to vaccine administration
• Flu vaccination day of procedure benefits patients, 

families, and community health, and did not create 
delays to patient care
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